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in the way they do. We may give the working knowledge of that
language, but we may not without committing national suicide
neglect the mother tongue, and make English the vehicle of our
thought. In this national institution we strive to correct the
pernicious practice. We must learn all our subjects through the
Gujarati language. We must enrich it and make it capable of
expressing all shades of thought and feeling. In no other coun-
try do we find the state of things we do here. We have paid
dearly for having all these years learnt everything through the
medium of the English language. We have strayed from the
path of duty.
Then take the teaching of economics. The present system
obtaining in Government institutions is vicious. Each country
has its own economics. German text-books are different from
the English. Free trade may be England's salvation. It spells
our ruin. We have yet to formulate a system of Indian
economics.
The same about history. A Frenchman writing a history
of India will write it in his own way. The Englishman will write
it quite differently. The descriptions of battles between the
English and the French will differ with the writers who have
described them. Indian history written from original sources by
an Indian patriot will be different from that written by an Eng-
lish bureaucrat though each may be quite honest. We have
grievously erred in accepting English estimates of events in our
national life. Here, therefore, there is a vast field for you and
your teachers for original research.
Even our teaching of a subject like arithmetic will also be
different. Our teacher of arithmetic frames his examples from
Indian conditions. He will thus simultaneously with the
teaching of arithmetic teach Indian geography.
Then we are putting a special emphasis on manual and
industrial training. Do not make the mistake of imagining that
this training will dull your wit. It is not by making our brains
a storehouse for cramming facts that our understanding is
opened. An intelligent approach to an industrial training is
often a more valuable aid to the intellect than an indifferent
reading of literature.
Young India, 21-6-1928